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There’s a new Patterson running for the top
office in Michigan’s most affluent county.

Despite a storm dumping rain outside, more
than 400 people crammed Clarkson’s Deer
Lake Athletic Club last week, as Oakland
County’s newest politician named Patterson –
Mary Margaret – pledged she’d “bring back the
Oakland County my father fought for every day
of his life.”

That moment was a shining one for Repub-

licans, letting them rally around a name syn-
onymous with decades of election victories,
forgetting that Oakland County had swung
from red to blue during the 26 years that the
late L. Brooks Patterson ran county govern-
ment. Last week also shined as a highlight of
how Mary Margaret Patterson differs from her
opponent on urban issues. The contrast runs to
the heart of how Republicans have differed
from Democrats for nearly a century, ever since
Richard Nixon discredited the urban programs
of his predecessors, from Lyndon Johnson and
John F. Kennedy all the way back to Franklin
Roosevelt’s New Deal. Nixon’s tactic, according

to many scholars of American
political history, became the Re-
publican approach to poverty
and urban problems, which, put
simply, is to run against the
Democrats’ approach.

Oakland County will hold a
primary election next year, and

others may enter the race for county executive.
Still, in the 2024 general election, Mary Marga-
ret Patterson, having received the full endorse-
ment of the Oakland County Republican Party,
presumably will face the incumbent Democrat,
former Ferndale Mayor David Coulter, who has
been Oakland County Executive since shortly
after Patterson’s father died. 

Last week, the day after Patterson officially 
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At Deer Lake Athletic Club in Clarkston on
July 26, Mary Patterson, having announced
her campaign for Oakland County executive,
greets Fred Nader, 73, of Bloomfield
Township, a supporter of Patterson’s father.
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Coulter

Miles was getting portly, which can hap-
pen when your people love you, and then Jan
and Gary Rosenberg figured out he liked car-
rots.

They’d cut them into pieces and toss them
as treats, and they helped the brown puggle
with the black snout drop back to his ideal,
short-legged 35 pounds.

By Monday, though, he was past the point
where he could catch the pieces in midair, or
see them very well, or even find them when
they fell between his paws.

That was the day the Rosenbergs, who live
in Huntington Woods, said farewell to the 16-
year-old pug and beagle mix. The day the vet-
erinary technician who helped him take his fi-
nal nap cried, bless her heart. 

The day Miles tasted something forbidden,
because a veterinary clinic in Southfield that
takes care of dogs and cats turns out to be
good with people, too.

We know when we agree to adore a pet that
we will someday have to say goodbye. We
know it will hurt. We do it anyway because
everything we get in return, the nuzzles and
funny stories and even the godawful messes
at 3 in the morning, make it so much more
than worthwhile.

“They tell you dogs don’t always show
pain,” Gary said. It’s a primal thing, one of the
differences in the wild between predator and
prey.

But Miles was having trouble getting up or
even laying down, and the Rosenbergs had
needed to invest in an industrial-sized carpet
cleaner. Sometimes, he’d stand with two
paws on the deck and two in the house, trying
to recall what he’d set out to do or maybe even
where he was.

Pets receive
holy grail of
contraband
at end of
their lives
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Jan and Gary Rosenberg, of Huntington
Woods, sit in the family room with their
Chihuahua-mix Dylan and where they would
spend the most time with Miles, their
16-year-old puggle that passed away
recently. KIMBERLY P. MITCHELL/DETROIT FREE PRESS

Colon, Michigan is the “Magic Capital of
the World,” but I doubt even visitors to that
enchanted village have been subjected to the
putrid prestidigitation the Good People of
southeast Michigan just witnessed. 

First, a former prosecutor slipped out of his
chains and got a plea deal that will leave an
empty jail cell that should be occupied by a
conniving crook.

Then the justices of the Michigan Supreme
Court transformed themselves from legal ea-
gles to turkeys with a wave of their robes.

So much for the oft-aped aphorism: “Pub-
lic officials should be held to a higher stan-
dard.”

Our tale of woe begins in Macomb County,
where Eric “One Tough Prosecutor” Smith got
the kind of plea deal he never would have au-
thorized before he got caught picking The
People’s pockets. Then we pass through
Wayne County on our way to Lansing, where
the Michigan Supreme Court acknowledged,
then disregarded, its policy that it will show
no mercy to lying judges when it gave a slap
on the wrist to Wayne County Circuit Court
Judge Tracy “See No Evil, Speak No Truth”
Green.

Oh, the humanity!

Even tough talk is still cheap

If you’re not familiar with the Smith saga,
grab a seat, because we’ve got a lot of ground
to cover.

In 2019, Michigan State Police raided the
Macomb County Prosecutor’s office, where
Smith had been talking tough about busting
the bad guys since he was first elected in
2004. Smith said after the raid: “I recognize
that this doesn’t look great” and “We are hap-
py about this.” Only one of those comments
would stand the test of time. That’s because,
in 2020, Michigan Attorney General Dana
Nessel charged Smith with running a criminal
enterprise, embezzling, tampering with evi-
dence, forgery and misconduct in office.

Nessel estimated that Smith and his com-
padres skimmed $600,000 from forfeiture
funds stocked with dough from drug dealers,
fraudsters and drunken drivers. The money
was supposed to be used to compensate
crime victims and boost law enforcement.
Nessel said Smith blew the loot on flowers
and makeup for secretaries, parties, cam-
paign expenses and a security system for
Smith’s house.

That wasn’t the prosecutor’s only problem,
however.

Several months after Nessel charged him
with 10 felonies, Smith cut a deal in a separate
case brought by the feds. Smith pleaded
guilty to obstruction of justice for trying to get
assistant prosecutors to help him cover up a
scam in which he pocketed tens of thousands
of dollars that had been contributed to his re-
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If there was ever a collective metaphor for
life, learning how to sail incorporates pretty
much every aspect.

Harry Jones, president of the nonprofit
Detroit Community Sailing Center, runs the
Challenge the Wind youth sailing program at
the Belle Isle Boat House, and he sees his stu-
dents transform in all of life’s lessons.

Once the kids get on a boat, Jones said, “I
have seen them go from deathly afraid, to
confident and working as a team, and really
enjoying it and appreciating the environ-
ment.”

That was the transformation that got
Jones hooked in 2011, helping to educate
youths ages 10 to 17 about how to sail on the
Detroit River using the U.S. Sailing curricu-
lum, water safety, and connect them to a re-
lated STEM course where students learn the
physics of sailing and even take water sam-
ples to study the ecosystem of the river. There
are three two-week sessions. Enrollment is
open to the public, and each student pays
$100 to participate. Jones and his team are
determined to keep the program affordable to
help deconstruct any barriers to youths who

otherwise would not have the opportunity to
participate.

Not only do students learn how to tack and
jibe – sailing actions that help to navigate
winds on the water – but at times to negotiate
conflict resolution and team-building dy-
namics. For 17-year-old Bloomfield resident
Celine Washington, a former student in the
program who is now a junior coach, “The best
way to learn is to teach.” She added, “Sailing
improved my confidence level to go into a field
that’s masculine-dominated, just like sail-
ing,” said Washington, a senior at Bloomfield
Hills High School who wants to major in bi-
omechanical engineering when she settles on
a college next year.

After a recent hot day on the water, stu-
dents got to jump into the coolness of the De-
troit River. 

As enthusiastic first-year participant
Nicholas Young, 11, of Detroit, emerged be-
tween jumps off the dock of the Belle Isle Boat
House, he couldn’t decide what he loved
most. “I love it … I love all of it.”

To help keep this program afloat, please
consider making a donation to the 501(c)(3)
Detroit Sailing Center, at sailingdetroit.org, or
volunteering your sailing expertise.

There’s a transformation
happening in youth at

the Belle Isle Boat House
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Kyla Foreman, 10, of Detroit, left, holds a rope as Harry Jones, Detroit Community Sailing
Center president, makes some adjustments for her and her crewmate Eleazar Smith, 10, of
Detroit, on the Optimist (opti) boat they will set sail in on the Detroit River as part of their
participation in the Challenge the Wind program on July 24 from the banks of the Belle Isle
Boathouse. PHOTOS BY MANDI WRIGHT/DETROIT FREE PRESS

Dean Cole, 9, of
Warren, left, works
together with
Challenge the Wind
crewmate Austin
De’Andre Shepard,
10, of Detroit to
flip over their
Optimist (opti)
sailboat to get it
assembled for
sailing on the
Detroit river from
the banks of the
Belle Isle
Boathouse. 
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